The pelvis of the kidney may justly be regarded in the light of a membranous cavity, so that any circumstance tending to excite fulness or plethora of its vessels, will have the direct effect of disturbing the balance between the functions of exhalation and absorption, the exhalation being increased, whilst pari passu, the absorption is diminished, may therefore satisfactorily enough account for a more than usual quantity of serum mingling with the proper renal secretion, and consequently giving rise to the existence of albumen. Such, we apprehend, takes place in those cases of diseased heart, more especially where hypertrophy of the left ventricle exists; in which albuminous urine is not unfrequently 
